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I suspect your office, and that of your fellow commissioners and staff, are being inundated with 
suggestions as to how to best allocate Connect America Fund ("CAP') Phase II support. As a 
rural resident of California, I respectfully urge the FCC to take appropriate steps to ensure CAF 
is allocated in a manner to guarantee its goals of providing broadband service to the most rural 
parts of our country. Whether it is a non-traditional option, like the rural electric cooperative that 
serves much of my district, or a price cap or rate-of-return carrier, it seems logical to me that a 

publicly-driven, open and competitive process will yield a solution for Americans on the wrong 
side of our nation's digital divide. If the status quo hasn't yielded the results we all expect, let's 
explore other options that encourage both competition and meaningful solutions. 

There has ~en overwhelming respons~ to the rural trials set forth in your Order of January 03, 
2014. It js rather rer:narkable to note ~t 1,000 expressions of interest were filed with the FCC 
p~QyidinQ.~ ideas ~11d i.rnrrie,d~t~. solm,i9!1S iC? the lack of broadband·coverage in parts of rural 
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~~ert~,.. .. More ~~112.0Q fJ1~11i~al .~~ectfi.~ 90!11~~·e.~-a~ ro~1.~lectric'c00peratives md1cated 
a wjllingnessJo~ ~ntiriue, anif ~gin, . to fil!. ~'e b[<iadbc\nd gaps 'iJi'"· rurai ·ar~s . • ObViolisly I .. • • 

demand for ~vera~ has encqqragecfthe~ 'no~traditiorial'drganiZatibn-s·to enter the. ma'rket, . 
- • _., . . . , . .. • • :> - . . ~ • . 

which in tum has motivated incumbent. provider$" to revisit how they might provide ·service in . 
areas of·less density. This is a good thing and .1 commend .the FCC for bringing this about. 

As the FCC moves forward with CAF Phase II, I encourage you to deliberate thoughtfully to 
ensure the .goals of CAF are realized. The funds b~hind this initiative are significant. As such, 
we absolutely need to get this right If the goal of CAF is to promote access to robust 
broadband infrastructure, we must take steps to incent those platforms and those entities 
possessing both the appetite and ability to deploy meaningful solutions in the rural space. This 
would engender true competition and, thus, affordable pricing and options for consumers. 

Rural Californians deserve an open marketplace of providers that understand the needs of rural 
America. Organizations such as electric cooperatives can be part of the answer, with proper 
FCC funding. As the FCC establishes the framework in which CAF Phase 2 funds are awarded, 
we ask that the FCC include electric cooperatives as a group that can carry forward the mission 
of providing b~oadband to unserved arJ<t unqerserved areas. 

The_n~Xt fi~~ ~ears has the pot~ntral of closing a digital divid~ that"now limits opp0rtunities for 
.m.ucil -<it .my'.ar~. ~ F'rom .telen,E!d~rie, to ecti.tcaoon. ·job OP.i>Ortunities10 slmp1e"daify~tasks, next-
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generafioo br~ is as. e~tiar. in rurar areas as iris in' urban centeB. I urge the FCC to 
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resist the te~ptation Q' doiryg lt'!ings as they. have· atways'"done'tffein.' Instead, promote awen . 
• • -• - . .. I ~ • . ~ . • . • • ,.. , , ~ • • . • ., ' - . . 

thought out CAF di~bursement process that encourages universal access, competition and 
public input fo provide a robust broadband solution for ·rural Ameriea. · tf} 
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Respectfully yours, 

Y~t A<-"'. '-/'Y 

Daniel E Kenney 
660 Sloat Road 
P.O. Box 30235 
Cromberg, CA 96103 


